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other people, except where they help to throw light upon his own, or upon himself, ~-upon his letters or his life,
__which I have not hitherto found to be the case with
Toby Matthew's, otherwise than as allowing the continuance on both sides of a very warm interest and affection, stimulated by common studies and mutual services. The services had been hitherto, from the nature of the case, all on Bacon's side.   For Matthew was still an exile, longing to return ; and as there was no reason for keeping him in exile except the supposed necessity of making him take the oath of allegiance (for though inexorably faithful to his new religion, he appears to have continued perfectly loyal to England), all the influence that Bacon had was used in his favor.    This by itself was not very much, I fancy.   But in 1616, fortune presented Matthew, who was then at Brussels, with a new chance.    After his banishment from England in February 1607-8,1 he had gone into France and there made the acquaintance of Mr. Villiers.    Mr. Villiers, who was then nobody, had suddenly become the most powerful instrument in England for overcoming a scruple in the King's mind; and Matthew took advantage of the opportunity to press his suit.    As a mediator both with Villiers and the Archbishop and the King, Bacon could be of great use; and though the complimentary phrases used by a fine and ingenious writer in expressing his obligations to such a man are not to be quoted as historical evidence, it is plain that Matthew really attributed the success of the mediation  (so  far as it was  successful)  in great part to Bacon's zeal and judgment.    A letter which he certainly received from him about the middle of  August, 1616, would have given us better information; but the copy which was once among his papers has unfortunately disappeared;   and all we know of it is gathered from the terms in which it was acknowledged.    These therefore I give in full.
i See above, vol. i.,  pp. 518-521. inquiry apon a report (probably from Win wood, May 22) that Bacon had been confined to his chamber. It is chiefly notable as showing how very calm and sweet the weather was, so short a time before the storm which we shall witness presently.d to be doubtful, nay, averse, but only for other ends (for this I
